Amendments to the Claims 

The following listing of claims replaces all prior versions, and listings, of claims 
in the application. 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended ) An oropharyngeal device for maintai ning a patient 
airway without r euutrina endo tracheal i 1 bajj 0 e; ma 1 \ c ffcd .airwaw 

wherein the dev ic e i s adapted for insertion through the mouth of a patient and with one 
end into the mo u t h pharynx of a patient above and spaced from the epiglottis of the 
patient, and which allows an adminis t ering anesthesiologist to be distant from the patient 
during use, compri sing: 

a. a body having a distal end and a proximal end, the body sized such 
that when the distal end of the body is inserted into the mouth of the patient until 
the proximal end is disposed outside and adjacent to the patient's mouth, the distal 
end is disposed within the pharynx above the epiglottis and at a distance from the 
epiglottis; 

b. at least one channel forming at least one airway in the device body 
extending between the proximal end and the distal end of the device body , with 
the channel have a proximate end and a distal end and with the channel sized to 
comprise means whereby the distal end is disposed within the pharynx above the 
epiglottis and at a dist a n ce from the epig lottis: 

c. at least one first conduit in the device body for conveying an 
inhalant gas to the patient that extends from the proximal end to the distal end of 
the device body and with said at least one first conduit inc l uding connection 
means at a proxi mal end of the device for providing inhalant gas, with the at least 
on e first co n duit having a proximal end and a distal end and with the at least one 
first cond uit sized to comprise means w hereby its d istal end is disp osed wjihinJig 
pMiynx above the epiglottis and at a distance from the ep iglottis; 

d. at least one second conduit for suctioning that extends from the 
proximal end to the distal end of the device body and with sa i d at least one seco nd 
co nduit including c onnection means at a proximal end of the device for 
suctioni ng, with the at l east one second conduit having a p roximal end and a distal 



end and with t he at least one second conduit sized to comprise means whereby its 
distal end is disposed within the pharynx above the epiglottis and at a distance 
from t he epiglottis; md 

e. at least one third conduit for sampling gas exhaled by the patient 
that extends from the proximal end of the device body and terminates at a position 
in the channel and with said at least one third conduit including connection means 
at a proximal end of the device for withdrawing sarnjpjing gas, with t he at least 
one third conduit havin g a proximal end and a distal end and with the at least one 
third condu it sized to comprise means whereby its distal end is disposed above the 
epiglottis and at a distance from the epiglottis; 

£ whereby the sizing of the device and its channel and conduits to 
termin ate above the epiglottis and at a distance from the epiglottis avoids 
manipulation of the larynx and subglottic structures during use; and 

g. wherein the first second and third condu it s comprise means 
whereby administration of inhalent gas, suctioning and the sampling of gas 
exhaled by the patient may take place simultaneously through separate conduits, 

Claim 2 (original) The oropharyngeal device according to claim 1 wherein the at 
least one first, second, and third conduits is disposed within the device body. 

Claim 3 (original) The oropharyngeal device according to claim 1 wherein the at 
least one first, second, and third conduits are independently disposed within the at least 
one channel. 

Claim 4 (original) The oropharyngeal device according to claim 1 wherein the at 
least one first, second, and third conduits are independently disposed partly within the 
device body and partly within the at least one channel. 
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Claim 5 (original) The oropharyngeal device according to claim 1 wherein the 
third conduit terminates at a position within the channel corresponding to the mouth of 
the patient. 

Claim 6 (original) The oropharyngeal device according to claim 1 wherein the 
device body has a length from its proximal end to its distal end and the at least one third 
conduit terminates within the channel at a location within the two-thirds of the device 
body length closest to the proximal end of the device body. 

Claim 7 (original) The oropharyngeal device according to claim 1 wherein the at 
least one channel has a U-shaped cross section. 

Claim 8 (original) The oropharyngeal device according to claim 1 wherein the at 
least one channel has a closed cross section. 

Claim 9 (original) The oropharyngeal device according to claim 3 wherein the 
device is rigid and functions as a bite block. 

Claim 1 0 (original) The oropharyngeal device according to claim 1 wherein the 
first, second, and third conduits each independently have an inside diameter between 
2mm and 5 mm. 

Claim 1 1 (cancelled). 

Claim 12 (original) The oropharyngeal device according to claim 1 further 
comprising at feast one flexible extension conduit coupled to at least one of the first, 
second, and third conduits at the proximal end of the device body. 

Claim 13 (original) The oropharyngeal device according to claim 1 further 
comprising a flange at the proximal end of the device for preventing the proximal end of 
the device body from entering the mouth. 
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Claim 14 (original) The oropharyngeal device according to claim 1 further 
comprising at least one right-angled connector coupled to at least one of the first, second, 
and third conduits at the proximal end of the device wherein the right-angled connector 
bends at a right angle with respect to a surface of the device body at its proximal end. 

Claim 1 5 (original) The oropharyngeal device according to claim 6 wherein the 
at least one channel has a closed cross section, the at least one first conduit is disposed 
within the device body, and the at least one second conduit is disposed within the device 
body. 

Claim 16 (original) A method for establishing and maintaining an airway 
comprising the steps of: 

a. inserting the device according to claim 1 into the mouth of the patient until 
the proximal end is outside of an adjacent to the patient's mouth; 

b. connecting at least one inhalant gas source to the at least one first conduit; 

c. connecting at least one suctioning device to the at least one second 
conduit; and 

d. connecting at least one gas sampling device to the at least one third 
conduit. 
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